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Under the Grammar Hammer:  Grammar’s Top 20 Misses
As ranked from most serious to least:

1. Wrong verb tense or verb form
Wrong:  
When William the Conqueror invaded England in 1066, he done the English language a big favor.

Right:  
When…, he did the English language a big favor.
2. Fused or Run-on Sentence
Wrong:  
Over 75 percent of mistakes in English cannot be committed in speech they can only be made in writing.

Right:  
Over 75 percent….speech.  They can only be made in writing.

3. Sentence Fragment
Wrong:  
With more than 500,000 entries in the Oxford English Dictionary,  the English vocabulary is larger than that of any other language.  Partly because 80 percent of English words come from foreign sources.
Right:  
With more….any other language, partly because…sources.

4. Lack of Agreement Between Subject and Verb
Wrong:  
An important function of managers are delegating responsibility.
Right:  
An important function of managers is delegating responsibility.

5. Wrong Word
Wrong:  
Creative people are different than uncreative people in a significant way.

Right:  
Creative people are different from uncreative…..way.

6. Missing Comma(s) with a Nonrestrictive Element
Wrong:  
Roger van Oech’s A Whack on the Side of the Head, expanded and revised for the 1990s is an excellent guide to a more creative life.

Right:  
Roger van Oech’s A Whack on the Side of the Head, expanded and revised  for the 1990s, is … life.
7. Unnecessary Shift in Tense
Wrong: 
The first English dictionary was published in 1604 and written by Robert Cawdray, who says he produced it for “ladies … and other unskillful persons.”
Right:  
The first English dictionary … Robert Cawdray, who said he ….

8. Missing Commas in a Series
Wrong: 
Linguistic research has compared women to men in the same age social class and education level and has found that women take more care to speak standard English.
Right:
 Linguistic research has compared women to men in the same age, social class, and education level and has found … standard English.

9. Missing or Misplaced  Possessive Apostrophe
Wrong: 
Shakespeares working vocabulary numbered over 30,000 words, while todays educated person uses about 15,000.
Right: 
 Shakespeare’s working vocabulary numbered over 30,000 words, while today’s educated person uses about 15,000.

10. Unnecessary Comma(s) with a Restrictive Element
Wrong:  
Linguistic research has found, that New Yorkers communicate social class through their use of the letter r.

Right: 
 Linguistic research has found that New Yorkers communicate social class through their use of the letter r.

11. Confusion of Its and It’s
Wrong:  
“If it sells, its creative,” they say in advertising.

Right:  
“If it sells, it’s creative,” they say in advertising.

12. Dangling or Misplaced Modifier
Wrong Dangling Modifier:  By the age of four, the basic structures of a language have been learned unconsciously.
Right: 
 By the age of four, children have unconsciously learned the basic structures of a language.
Wrong Misplaced Modifier:  Popping, sparking, and blowing fuses, the CEO stood helplessly by at the podium while the new audio-visual system self-destructed.
Right:  
Popping, sparking, and blowing fuses, the new audio-visual system self-destructed while the CEO stood helplessly at the podium.
13. Lack of Agreement Between Pronoun and Antecedent
Wrong:  
A “Type-A” person will hurry themselves to death.

Right:  
A “Type-A” person will hurry herself or himself to death.

14. Wrong or Missing Preposition
Wrong:  
We need to invent a language in which politicians would be incapable from lying.

Right:  
We need to invent a language in which politicians would be incapable of lying.

Wrong:  
From rats in a maze to children in school, behavior tends to comply to the expectations of the observer.

Right:
 From rats in a maze to children in school, behavior tends to comply with the expectations of the observer.

15. Vague Pronoun Reference
Wrong:  
When making long-term decisions, some managers focus only on short-term profit, which can lower the quality of the product or service.

Right:  
When making long-term decisions, some managers focus only on short-term profit, and such a narrow focus can lower the quality of the product or service.

Wrong:  
The professor told her student that she needed a break from school.

Right:  
The professor told her student, “I need a break from school.”
16. Unnecessary Shift in Pronoun
Wrong:  
If one wants to become an international airline pilot, they have to learn English.

Right: 
 If you want to become an international airline pilot, you have to learn English.

Wrong:  
Whether we expect good or poor performance from students, one gets what they are looking for.
Right: 
Whether we expect good or poor performance from students, we get what we are looking for.

17.  Comma Splice (or Comma Fault)
Wrong: 
Professor Adams Sherman Hill of Harvard was obsessed with mistakes in grammar, he passed his obsession on to generations of English teachers and the American public.
Right:  
Professor Adams Sherman Hill of Harvard was obsessed with mistakes in grammar, and he passed his obsession on to generations of English teachers and the American public.

Wrong:  
Do what you love, the money will follow.

Right: 
 Do what you love; the money will follow.

18. Wrong or Missing Verb Ending
Wrong:  
The healthy office worker park one mile from work and walk twenty minutes for exercise.

Right:  
The healthy office worker parks one mile from work and walks twenty minutes for exercise.

19. Missing Comma in a Compound Sentence
Wrong: 
 People who follow the 80/20 rule begin working on the most important aspects of a project and they often can skip the remaining tasks.

Right:  
People who follow the 80/20 rule begin working on the most important aspects of a project, and they often can skip the remaining tasks.
20. Missing Comma after an Introductory Element
Wrong:  
While the dog ate the cat stayed away from the dish.

Right:  
While the dog ate, the cat stayed away from the dish.
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