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What is Turnitin?
Turnitin is a tool instructors can use to promote academic integrity. It works best as a preventative measure, announced to students at the beginning of a term and made a required part of the course. The idea is to take away the temptation to cheat.

 

Turnitin not only discourages students from borrowing improperly from print and Internet sources, it also discourages multiple submissions of the same paper by different students, reuse of papers from previous classes, and other forms of inappropriate collaboration, since it compares the submissions to all other papers in the database. 

All Cleary University students are required to submit their capstone to Turnitin. The system compares the student’s submitted work to Internet pages, student essays, journal articles, and more. By using Turnitin, students are able to identify if their capstones contain sections that are worded very similarly to other articles or essays. 

How Does Turnitin Work?
Your instructor creates a Turnitin assignment in Module 5 of your class.  You click on the assignment and upload your paper the same way you would upload any other assignment.  Turnitin will review your assignment and provide an originality report.  Remember that Turnitin does not make a judgment as to whether any particular capstone is plagiarized, it simply provides a report showing how much of the capstone is similar to other work, which aids the instructor in identifying plagiarized work. 

Shortly after you submit your paper you should be able to view your report.  In some cases, after you submit your paper to Turnitin, the originality report returns a similarity score above the 10% that Cleary allows.   Before proceeding, make sure that you have clicked the following options (usually found right above the text of the paper on the left half of the originality report screen):
· Exclude cited material

· Exclude bibliography

Cleary provides Turnitin review as a tool to assist you in proper referencing and citing.  
