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Bibliographies and AnnotationsBibliographies and Annotations

Bibliography:  a list of citations put together on a topic of interest

• The APA format is typically used in business writingyp y g

A t ti t d k ft iti ll diAnnotation: a commentary a reader makes after critically reading an 
article. It can include a summary of the reading, the reader’s response 
to the reading, and/or questions/comments addressing the article’s 
clarity, purpose, or effectiveness.y, p p ,



What is an 
Annotated Bibliography?

A list of bibliographic citations that includes a descriptive and 
evaluative paragraph of each citation (AKA, an annotation). 

The purpose is:

• to provide a review of the literature on a particular subjectto provide a review of the literature on a particular subject

• to illustrate the quality of research that you have done

f f• to provide examples of the types of sources available



FunctionFunction

It is excellent preparation for research of a particular topic 

Provides the author of the bibliography the opportunity to learn about a 
ifi t ispecific topic 

Offers others in a specialized field comprehensive and current 
information about related sources



Where do I start?Where do I start?

Begin by critically reading the article. View the reading as an interactive 
process.

Critical readers attempt to dialogue with the text by asking tough 
questions on the article’s purpose, audience, language and content. 



Questions to AskQuestions to Ask

Consider the article’s clarity, purpose, or effectiveness.y, p p ,

What do you question about the thesis or main points? Or the 
argument supporting them?

What connections are there between your knowledge & experience, 
and the article’s information? 

Avoid yes/no questions – they limit thought & dialogue.



Questions to AskQuestions to Ask

Who is the author? His/her credentials?, biases?

Where is the article published? What type of journal is it? What is the 
audience?

What do I know about the topic? Am I open to new ideas?

Why was the article written? What is its purpose? 

What is the author’s thesis? The major supporting points or assertions?



Questions to AskQuestions to Ask

Did the author support his/her thesis/assertions?

Did the article achieve its purpose?Did the article achieve its purpose?

Was the article organized?

Were the supporting sources credible?

Did the article change my viewpoint on the topic?

Was the article convincing? What new information or ideas do I accept 
or reject?





Writing the AnnotationWriting the Annotation

A strong annotation contains:

• A summary of the article• A summary of the article

• Critique of author/article’s credibility, scope, purpose, etc...



Elements of an CritiqueElements of an Critique
• Information found in an annotation may include:

• 1. qualifications of author(s);

• "Based on 20 years of study William A Smith Professor of English atBased on 20 years of study, William A. Smith, Professor of English at 
XYZ University...";

• 2. purpose/scope:

• "...sets out to place John Turner in eighteenth century England and show 
the development of his philosophy in relation to contemporary social mores";

• 3. bias or standpoint of author :

•"Turner gears his study more to the romantic aspects of the age than the 
scientific and rational developments";

• 4. findings, results, and conclusions (if available).



The SummaryThe Summary

B i b i tl t ti th ti l ’ th i d j i tBegin by succinctly stating the article’s thesis and major points. 

Describe/define key points and how they are connected or 
substantiated.

Describe the usefulness and the limitations of the article

Li it i l th t 3 4 ti ll t tLimit in length to 3-4 grammatically correct sentences



SampleSample



Creating the Annotated BibCreating the Annotated Bib

Start with the citation written in APA style

Example: 

Carper B A (1978) Fundamental patterns of knowing in nursingCarper, B. A. (1978). Fundamental patterns of knowing in nursing. 
Advances in Nursing Science, 1(1), 12-23.

Pay attention to the details of a bib citation:y

Capitalization

P nct ationPunctuation

Use of italics

Hanging indent
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