Primary versus Secondary Research

Primary research
Primary research, which is also called field research, involves collection of data that is not already available. This can be accomplished through numerous methods including questionnaires, telephone interviews, etc.
Secondary research 
Secondary research, which is also known as desk research, involves summarizing, collating and/ or synthesizing existing research rather than doing basic, primary research.   Information you locate via the Cleary Online Library is considered secondary research.  
