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Search Engines

Search engines try to find and index as many sites as possible.  Search features vary greatly as does the actual scope, size and accuracy of the databases.  Successful searching involves understanding how search engines work and knowing one or two search engines really well.  Two excellent sites for learning about the strengths and weaknesses of many search engines are listed below. 

· Search Engine Comparison Chart.  Compares power search features and capabilities with links to detailed reviews.  http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/features  
· Danny Sullivan’s Search Engine Watch.  http://www.searchenginewatch.com Includes web searching tips, reviews and ratings.

What is NOT included in a Search Engine?
Search engines include millions of pages in their databases but none of them come close to indexing everything.  Here is a list of some of what is missing:

· Content on Adobe PDF and formatted files

· Content in sites requiring a log-in

· Intranets ~ pages not linked from anywhere else

Partial List of Search Engines

AllTheWeb.com
http://www.alltheweb.com  
Excellent crawler-based search engine. In addition to web page results, provides the ability to search for news stories, pictures, video clips, MP3s and FTP files.

AltaVista
http://www.altavista.com 
The oldest crawler-based search engine on the web. Improvements have been made to it, but crawlers such as Google and AllTheWeb provide more comprehensive results. Because of this, AltaVista is probably an alternate choice, one to try if you haven't found what you are looking for at one of the other engines. AltaVista is strong in some of its specialty areas:  image search service, and looking for video and audio clips. It also has an outstanding news search service.

Google 
http://www.google.com 
Crawler-based service provides comprehensive coverage of the web. Provides cached links that let you view dead pages or see older versions of recently changed ones.  

HotBot 
http://www.hotbot.com   

HotBot provides easy access to the some of the web's major crawler-based search engines.
Ask.com
http://www.ask.com
Ask.com is a crawler-based search engine owned by Ask Jeeves. It has a smaller index of the web than its competitors (Google, AllTheWeb.com). However, Ask.com is valued for its relevancy. Try using its "Refine" feature, which offers suggested topics to explore after you do a search. The "Resources" section of results is also unique, pointing users to page that specifically serve as link resources about various topics. 

WiseNut
http://wisenut.com 
WiseNut has a large database, making it almost as comprehensive as Google and AllTheWeb.  However, the WiseNut database can be months out of date. 

Yahoo
http://www.yahoo.com  
Yahoo is the web's oldest "directory," where human editors organize web sites into categories. In 2002, Yahoo shifted to using Google's crawler-based listings for its main results. Although now powered by Google, you might find that the way Yahoo presents Google's listings with information from its own directory may make search results more readable. You may also search only the human-compiled (old) Yahoo Directory.

Metacrawlers

For many searches, a metacrawler might save you time and can often be a good place to start.  They search all of the big search databases simultaneously and give you a consolidated report of their findings. Below are a few of the major ones. 

Vivisimo
http://vivisimo.com 
Enter a search term, and Vivismo will find matches from major search engines and organize the pages into categories. Easy to use. 

EZ2WWW
http://www.ez2www.com/ 
This meta search engine provides results from AllTheWeb, AltaVista, Google, Open Directory, Teoma, Wisenut and Yahoo. Advanced search offers access to more than 1,000 specialized resources, searchable by category. 

Subject Directories

Subject directories are large indexes of reviewed sites. They are not as comprehensive and may retrieve fewer results then a search engine, but are often a guide to quality sites on the Internet.  Subject directories are useful as a starting point for your search, for finding information about general subjects, or for finding organizations or companies.

Michigan Electronic Library
http://www.mel.org 
The Michigan Electronic Library is an information portal sponsored by the Library of Michigan.  This is a tremendous site and a great resource for Michigan residents. 

Internet Public Library
http://www.ipl.org 
Librarian’s Index to the Internet
http://www.lii.org  
Librarians' Index to the Internet (LII) is a subject directory sponsored by the Library of California.  It is a well-organized point of access for reliable, Internet resources reviewed and selected by librarians librarian-selected Internet resources. The LII is a searchable, annotated subject directory of more than 12,000 Internet resources.  (This resource is California’s equivalent to the Michigan Electronic Library.)
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