[bookmark: _Toc69633693][bookmark: _Toc200359724]When you are in the beginning stages of working toward a goal, it is advisable to clearly define the goal.  In the case of earning a degree, it is important for you to be informed of the degree requirements.  To that end the requirements, as stated in the catalog, are provided here for you.  In addition to the requirements of minimum number of credit hours and the minimum GPA, you must also successfully complete the course requirements for your selected program.  You will want to work closely with your academic advisor to assist you with registration for the appropriate courses.  Within this module you will also find answers frequently asked questions regarding the ETS degree requirement 
Graduation Requirements
· A minimum of 90 credits is required for an ABA or AAS, with a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5
· A minimum of 180 credits is required for a BBA* or BS*, with a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5
· A minimum of 52 credits is required for an MBA*, with a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0

*BBA, BS, and MBA require completion of the ETS Major Field examination.

Students often have questions regarding applying for and participating in the commencement ceremonies.  Cleary University hosts two ceremonies each year, one in December and one in June.  The eligibility guidelines for participation are provided here for your review.
[bookmark: _Toc69633709][bookmark: _Toc200359744]Graduation and Participation in Commencement
Degrees are granted quarterly.  A student must meet all academic requirements for graduation, and all financial obligations with the University must be met prior to the degree being awarded.  An application for graduation must be submitted to the Records Office by April 15 for June commencement or by October 15 for December commencement.  Students may apply for a degree only in the curriculum in which they are officially enrolled.  Graduation application processing (called degree clearance) is completed within six weeks and the diploma is mailed to the student within 12 weeks from the end of the term in which the student completed all degree requirements, or from the date the application was received, whichever comes later.  Applications submitted before the student has completed all degree requirements will be retained until requirements have been completed, and then will be processed.

Commencement refers to the June and December ceremonies conducted to celebrate students' completion of degree programs.  Degree recipients are eligible to participate in commencement.  To participate in June commencement, the student must complete program requirements during the winter or first session of the spring term of the academic year.  To participate in December commencement, the student must complete program requirements during the second session of the spring term, summer, or fall term of the academic year.  Program requirements include all course work and all other credits required (transfer credits and prior learning credit) for the program.  The Assistant Vice President, Academic Services, determines that a student has completed program requirements.

The GPA calculated for academic recognition at the commencement ceremony is based on all academic work completed.  For students who are currently enrolled during June or December, the cumulative GPA to date will be used to determine academic recognition at the ceremony; whereas, the final GPA based on all academic work will be printed on the transcript and diploma.

