Film Assignment

The objective of the PowerPoint presentation is to educate someone about the purpose, message, and business themes of the movie you have been assigned. Presume your audience is you peer group at Cleary, plus the staff and faculty.  This audience would have a general knowledge of movies but may not have seen the one you are addressing.  Your goal is to enlighten your audience about the business themes your movie addresses.  Feel free to go as far with this as you like! Your presentation should 

· inform the reader about the movie with a business eye

· include relevant graphic images that support the text  

· exhibit elements of good design: appearance, readability, grammar, spelling,  organization

· cite any sources used, including other web sites

Components

· Title of the movie and bibliographic information

· The names of the team members, and class identification

· Purpose or problem presented in the movie

· How the problem was resolved

· Business themes presented 

· Analysis of the script, production design, acting, and audio
· Overall evaluation of the film: how well it addresses business themes and how accurately the themes are presented.

To evaluate a film requires knowing the purpose of a film, and then judging how well the basic elements of the film work together to achieve that end. 
What does a film do? It tells the viewer that a certain issue, event, emotion or principle is important.  Director Sidney Lumet says the theme is the first thing he identifies when he starts to work on a film: "The theme (the what of the movie) is going to determine the style (the how of the movie)." 

Evaluating a film esthetically means looking at the "how" of the movie. Do all its elements work together to convey the theme? There may be subplots, plot twists, flashbacks and dream sequences, but once you've watched the end of the film, you should be able to analyze how every gesture, every line of dialogue, every costume and every camera angle contributed to the theme. To put it negatively, nothing should be inexplicable or pointless, and nothing should be confusing unless (as in many mysteries or thrillers) confusion is necessary at a certain point in the plot development. 

Analyzing vs. reviewing 

Analyzing a film is much more time-consuming than writing a review. A reviewer aims to tell potential viewers whether a film's worth seeing. At minimum, he should give the plot-theme or premise of the story - a brief statement of the main characters and conflict. Most reviewers see a movie only once, and that is usually adequate. 

Analysis, on the other hand, is the study of how all the elements in a film combine to reveal the theme. You cannot analyze a film without discussing the ending, because the ending is a crucial part of the plot, and the plot is what reveals the theme. Analysis requires that you watch a film several times: once for first impressions of the plot, mood, and theme, and at least once more to study the means by which the theme was conveyed. First content, then style; first the what, then the how. 

1.
The Script 

The script is the most fundamental element of a film.  A script is a subcategory of literature, and can be analyzed according to the same principles: theme, plot, characterization, style. The bottom line is that in a film, as in a well-constructed novel, every scene and every line of dialogue must advance the plot (hence show the theme) either by action or by revealing motivation. 

2. 
Production design (Art design) 

Production design sets the visual style of the movie. It can include: 
· A color palette, which may shift over the course of the film
Even when you don't consciously notice the colors, they affect your mood throughout the film. 

· Costumes
Their colors should work with the palette of the film, and their style should add to your knowledge of the character who wears them. (Imagine the Matrix heroes in tweed jackets.)
· Scenery, (on location, in a studio or computer-generated)
The colors should coordinate with the overall palette of the film. 

3. 
Acting 

The goal of the actors should be to portray characters who are consistent and well motivated, via their dialogue, gestures and actions.
4. 
Audio 

Like every other aspect of a film, if the audio is done well you'll barely notice it. Audio falls into several categories: 

· Sound effects. Sounds are added that were not picked up in the original shooting, but help convey action or set a mood: footsteps, heavy breathing, the scrape of a chair. 

· Musical score. Music may be continuous or used for a few minutes here and there to set a mood or identify a character. The music may follow the rhythm of the editing, or may change before or after a cut to help the transition from one scene to another. 

