BAC 300: Business Research and Communication - 4 cr
PLS 470: Public Policy and Corporate Responsibility – 6-Week, 6-Credit
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	Module
	Title and Module Objectives
	Reading
	Assignments

	1


	· Relationship Between Business and Society
· Explore the interrelationship between business, government and society

· Explain the evolution of social responsibility

· Clarify the difference between moral absolutism and ethical relativism 

· Review whistleblowing and whistleblowers


	· Chapters 1, Chapters 2, Chapters 3
	· Case Study
· In Class Discussion Topic:  The primary reason behind the surge in ethics programs at companies was the release of a detailed set of U.S. Government guidelines in 1991 to govern the sentencing of corporations and other organizations that have been accused of criminal conduct.  Should there be harsher penalties for “white-collar” crimes?
· Online Discussion Topic: William Frederick has suggested that the “fundamental idea” of corporate social responsibility is that business corporations have an obligation to work for social betterment. How much obligation should a corporation have to society?
· Paper with main body of 2-3 pages: Should Government Restrict the Use of Funds for Stem Cell Research?
· Capstone Topic

· Team Tasks

	2
	· Business and the Public Policy Environment
· Explain how government influences the business environment and the public policy process and its importance to business, and the role of think tanks and the media in the public policy process

· Define public policy and explain where the ideas that become public policy originate. 

· Determine why government regulates business and the economy and how regulations developed in the United States.

· Understand how regulatory activities can be classified and how the regulatory process works 


	· Chapters 4, Chapters 5, Chapters 9
	· Case Study
· In Class Discussion Topic:  How does economic regulation differ from social regulation and to what extent should government be involved in both?
·  Online Discussion Topic: Should Restrictions on Prescription Drug Imports be Lifted?
· Paper with main body 2-3 pages: What were the Federalist Papers? When were they written and by whom? Explain the concerns voiced in the Federalist Papers about placing too much power in one central governmental authority.
· Team Government Policy Selection

· M1: Capstone Research Statement

	3
	· Business and Societal Concerns
· Describe three areas of the economy that government will continue to regulate 
· Explain legislative reforms in tele-communications and public policy 

· Describe how the environment developed as a public and societal issue and the characteristics of environmental legislation and regulations

· Explain the role of risk analysis and cost-benefit analysis in environmental protection, and market-based approaches in environmental regulation

· Understand how environmental regulation brought about a pollution control and environmental services industry 


	· Chapters 10, Chapter 11, Chapter 12
	· Case Study
· In Class Discussion Topic: What is the Principle of New Business Opportunities? Can you think of any areas of business other than the environment in which this principle also might apply?
· Online Discussion Topic: The Fairness Doctrine, imposed by the FCC in 1949 and later abolished in 1987. But there are now some who believe that it needs to be revived. Do you agree or disagree that the Fairness Doctrine should be revived? 
· Paper with main body 2-3 pages: What are some of the criticisms against U.S. environmental regulation and are these criticisms justified?
· M3: Capstone Outline

	4
	· Employees and the Workplace
· Analyze the nature of the employer, employee and government relationships

· Examine and differentiate between important employment laws, regulations, and related agency structures

· Examine corporate strategies for responding to government requirements and employee needs

· Compare and contrast corporate methods of managing government affairs (why and how business becomes involved with government, the purpose of a corporate government affairs program, role of management in government affairs, the functions of business-related trade and professional associations.
	· Chapter 13, Chapter 14, Chapter 15
	· Case Study 

· In Class Discussion Topic: Nonprofit organizations have shown themselves to be an important force, both domestically and abroad. Should there be stricter or more lenient government guidelines placed on these organizations?
· Online Discussion Topic: What is the purpose of Affirmative Action? Discuss its pros and cons.
· Paper with main body 2-3 pages: How have the workplace laws and regulations affected employees and employers?

· Capstone:  Annotated Bibliography/Literature Review
· Team Project Outine

	5
	· How Business Addresses the Concerns of Government and Society
· Explain the origins and purposes of lobbying and how businesses use coalitions to advance their public policy goals

· Describe the role of money in the political process and how businesses lobby and make campaign contributions legally

· Develop information literacy, and access electronic and other government resources about legislation and regulations.

· Compare trends and key participants in corporate governance

· Explain socially responsible investing and the roles of government and boards of directors in corporate governance


	· Chapter 16, Chapter 17, Chapter 18

	· Case Study
· In Class Discussion Topic: What is the main purpose of most lobbying and for what purposes do firms engage in lobbying?
· Online Discussion Topic: Define the terms hostile takeover, tender offer, and proxy contest. How did hostile takeovers change the role of corporate governance?
· Paper with main body 2-3 pages: How have innovations in telecommunications been useful to business, governments, and communities?
· M5: Submit Capstone to Turnitin
· Team Project Progress Reports

	6
	·  Role of Government in Financing Business
· Compare the impact of government procurement on business and society 

· Explain how businesses sell goods and services to the government and the government’s electronic marketplace and other procurement reforms

· Understand how governments and international organizations prop up ailing industries and national economies

· Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of government ownership and operation of business


	· Chapter 19, Chapter 20
	· Case Study
· In Class Discussion Topic: Is it beneficial for the U.S. for different private sectors within the U.S. economy (such as the banking industry and the healthcare industry) be nationalized?
· Online Discussion Topic: Do reductions in the capital gains tax help or hinder the U.S. economy?
· Capstone Due, Oral Report Due
· Team Project Due
· Team Evaluation

	
	Capstone:
Study in detail a current event of their choosing that has been affected by either government or public policy. There are many current examples out there with the recent troubles of the financial markets.
Examples: 
Enron and changes in accounting practices
Fannie Mac/Freddie Mac and changes in the housing industry
Changes to the Telecommunications industry
	· Deliverables

M1:  Topic
M2:  Research statement
M3:  Outline
M4:  Annotated bibliography
M5:  Submit to Turnitin
M6:  Capstone due; oral presentation in class
	· Complete capstone due
· In class presentation

	
	Team Project
Choose a government policy, such as the clean air act, and its impact upon industry and society.

	· Deliverables
M1: Team tasks

M2: Identify policy

M3: None

M4: Team project outline

M5: Progress report

M6: Project and team evaluation
	· PowerPoint Presentation
· Oral team presentation



	


This schedule is subject to change at any time with adequate notice by instructor. Check eCleary for updates and additional information
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